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Editoriale

p. 9, RICCARDO BELLOFIORE, C’¢ vita su Marx? Il Capitale nel bicentenario

Abstract: The article suggests a reconstruction of Marx’s Critique of Political Economy as a macro-monetary theory
of capitalist production. The first part of what follows will provide a sort of methodological introduction to Das
Kapital. I am questioning the meaning of critique versus criticism, the distinction between fetish-character and
fetishism, the role of dialectics, and the difference between reading, interpretation and reconstruction. I will focus
especially on Volume I. At the centre of the discussion are: the multiple meanings of abstract labour and
socialization, the role of money as a commodity for the labour theory of value, the “method of comparison” in
grounding valorisation (the emergence of gross profits) as the constitution of capital from class struggle in
production, the unity of absolute and relative surplus value extraction, the key notion of « Technologie» in the real
subsumption of labour to capital, the law of the tendential fall in relative wage, Marxs two notions of
«competition», and the macro-monetary class perspective in capitalist reproduction crucial to Capital, Volume L
Some considerations are devoted to the transformation problem, the so-called New Interpretation, and crisis
theory.

Keywords: abstract labour; method of comparison; real subsumption of labour to finance; tendential fall of the
relative wage; competition; transformation problem; crisis theory

Questioni di metodo — parte 1

p- 69, MICHAEL HEINRICH, Ri]eggendo Marx: nuovi testi e nuove prospettive

Abstract: Permettetemi di iniziare con un’osservazione personale sulla mia lettura de II capitale. Sono circa 43 anni
che leggo II capitale, e devo dire che non mi sono ancora annoiato. Leggerlo ¢ come compiere un avventuroso
viaggio intellettuale, ma per godere appieno di quest’esperienza ¢ richiesto un tipo di impegno diverso da quello a
cui ci ha ormai abituato il sistema universitario europeo, per il quale «leggere» significa solamente individuare in
maniera grossolana alcune delle tesi principali esposte in un’opera.

Leggere Il capitale significa comprenderne la struttura argomentativa, i diversi livelli di astrazione e, non da ultimo,
per un autore come Marx, riconoscere il ruolo giocato dalle metafore all'interno del testo. Marx non ha utilizzato
come fonti solo economisti, ma anche filosofi, teologi, e scrittori come Shakespeare ¢ Goethe. Non si tratta solo di
abbellimenti destinati al pubblico pil colto: molte di queste metafore sono cruciali per comprendere i ragionamenti
marxiani. Di seguito, parlerd in primo luogo di una nuova interpretazione di Marx, e poi di alcuni nuovi testi e
intuizioni che potremmo ricavare dalla nuova MEGA.

Keywords: Das Kapital; MEGA; abstraction

p. 91, TOMMASO REDOLFI RIVA, A partire dal sottotitolo del Capitale: Critica ¢ metodo della critica

dell’economia politica

Abstract: The aim of the paper is to explain the concept of «critique of political economy» (CPE) in Marx’s mature
work. Starting from the different meanings CPE assumes, [ will try to explain the peculiarities of such a critical
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project. In particular, I will focus the attention on CPE as a critique of capital as objective-subjective totality: on
the one side, as a system of social production whose aim is the valorisation of capital, based on the appropriation
of unpaid labour and generating a system of socialisation of production increasingly becoming autonomous from
the social agents which establish it; on the other side, as the place of constitution of the categories of political
economy, whose defect cannot only be brought back to the methodological lack of the economists because such
categories, as a part of the capitalistic reality itself, are products of capitalistic social relationships. What emerges
from this perspective is that CPE, as the presentation of the system of capitalistic relationships, is the critique of a
specific scienceput  forth by  means of the critique of it own  specific object.
Keywords: Marx; critique of political economy; method of the critique; theory of value; fetishism

p. 109, FRIEDER OTTO WOLEF, Systematic Theory Building and Empirico-Historical Argument in Marx’s
Capital

Abstract: Marx’s conception of the ideal average provides an approach to a productive re-discussion of Marx’s
epistemological practice in Capital. As a specific approach to systematic theory-building underlying Marx’s critique
of political economy it opens a way, with the implied distinction between systematic theory building and empirico-
historical exemplification and analysis, it makes it possible today to reconstruct Marx’s «materialist dialectics». More
specifically it is claimed, that Marx’s insights into the «limits of dialectical presentation» should be interpreted in a
way that makes his «dialectics» compatible with modern, post-fregean logic. This is then taken as the basis for the
argument that there is a need for and a possibility of specifically analysing the lacunae and blind spots in Marx’s
elaboration, making them starting-points for a further elaboration of his unfinished theory of the domination of
the capitalist mode of production in modern bourgeois societies, as well as for new perspectives of criticizing
modern bourgeois economics. Furthermore, it is argued, that this reading of Capital makes it possible also to think
the mutual over-determination of different structures of domination within modern bourgeois societies, which are
articulated  with,  but  remain  distinct  from  the  capitalist ~mode of  production.
Keywords: theory and history in Marx; limits of dialectical presentation; materialist dialectics; materialist
feminism; political ecology

p. 129, STEFANO BREDA, La dialettica marxiana come critica immanente dell’empiria

Abstract: The paper aims to show that a materialist understanding of the method followed by Marx in his critique
of political economy requires going beyond both the traditional logical-historical interpretation of dialectics and
the logical-systematic interpretation developed within the Neue Marx-Lektiire.

Keywords: Marx; dialectics; materialism; Neue Marx-Lektiire; immanent critique

p. 151, ELENA LOUISA LANGE, The Proof is in the Pudding: on the Necessity of Presupposition in Marx’s
Critical Method

Abstract: Marx’s labour theory of value cannot be understood without the critique of the value theories of classical
political economy, especially that of Adam Smith and David Ricardo. It is therefore by necessity inflicted with the
presupposition of its own intellectual context. Presupposition however is not only central to the formation of the
labour theory of value as «analogous to Newton’s Laws in mechanics» (Duncan Foley) in the realm of social science.
Presupposition, a strong Hegelian topos, also basically informs the level of Marx’s critique as the critique of the
forms, and hence, the fetish-character of value, as they appear within the bourgeois economic horizon. However,
it is precisely the unfolding of the presuppositions of «simple exchange», «money», «profit» etc. that puts Marx’s
method in contrast to the apotheosis of «given data» that informs «economics» today. First, I will first recapitulate
the aporias in the theories of value of the classics to show how Marx developed the original labour theory of value.
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Second, the demand of «presuppositionlessness» and the «proof» of the LTV that has (mis)informed approaches in
Marxian value recently, will be critically targeted.
Keywords: Marx’s method in Capital; labour theory of value; (presupposition in) Hegel’s Science of Logic; Adam
Smith; David Ricardo

p. 173, BOB JESSOP, ‘Every beginning is difficult, holds in all sciences’. Marx on the Economic Cell Form
of the Capitalist Mode of Production

Abstract: Marx and Engels followed the natural sciences closely and held that there was only one science: history,
embracing nature and society. This contribution notes the influence of Darwinism, thermodynamics and cell
biology in Marx’s critique of political economy and examines the least-discussed of these influences: cell biology.
For Marx eventually settled on the value-form of the commodity, described as the economic cell form of the
capitalist mode of production (CMP), as the starting point for Capital. At stake here is Marx’s deep interest in the
natural sciences and the role of analogy and metaphor as sources of scientific inspiration in a period when major
advances were being made in cell biology among other scientific fields. It then asks whether the discussion of the
methods of political economy adumbrated in the 1857 «Introduction» adequately anticipates Marx’s method
in Capital. It does not: cell biology suggested another method. Accordingly, this chapter identifies six parallels
between cell biology and Marx’s analysis of the CMP and explore the heuristic and epistemological implications of
beginning with the commodity as the elementary form of the capital relation. Nonetheless, these parallels affect
the process of discovery more than the substantive focus of Marx’s research or the order of presentation, where
Hegelian influences remain. The contribution also reflects on the theoretical and political limits of metaphors
drawn from the natural sciences in the critical analysis of social formations and their social transformation. It ends
with some general conclusions on discovery, methods, and the logical-historical method of presentation.

Keywords: capital; cell form; commodity; metaphor; method

p. 193, VITTORIO MORFINO, Le note del Capitale su Lucrezio e Darwin

Abstract: The article takes into consideration the notes of the Capital in which Lucretius and Darwin are quoted.
The author, carefully reconstructing the theoretical context in which the Latin poet and the English naturalist are
mentioned, proposes an interpretation, which goes from the certain to the conjectural, of the Marxian strategy that
commands these notes.

Keywords: Lucretius; Darwin; Spinoza; mechanicism; organicism
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Rileggere il primo libro del Capitale — parte II

p. 205, WERNER BONEFELD, Abstract Labour and Labouring

Abstract: The paper argues that the critique of political economy amounts to a comprehension of economic
categories from the actual, given relations of life, which is critique of economic things as perverted social forms. In
this context, the comprehension of abstract labour is specific. Instead of conceiving of it as a capitalist modality of
labour in general, it expounds abstract labour as purely social in character. Abstract labour is the value producing
labour because it is the socially necessary labour, which is a real abstraction. The time of abstract labour is the time
of exchangeability — it compels the expenditure of concrete labour time as expenditure of socially necessary labour
time. Expenditure of concrete labour that exceeds what is necessary is wasted and valueless. It has no social validity;
what cannot be exchanged is burnt. «Abstract labour» is the category of a mode of production in which the
satisfaction of human needs is merely a sideshow.

Keywords: abstract labour; exchange; money; social compulsion; labour economy

p. 225, FRANK ENGSTER, Il Capitale ¢ il suo punto cieco: il denaro come tecnica di misura

Abstract: In the 1960s, a logical-categorial reading of Marx’s Capital began, especially with focus on the value-
form analysis, from which the so-called «New Marx Reading» in Germany was one of the outcomes. These readings
on the one hand found, with the necessity of synthesizing the theory of value with that of money, the key to
opening up the further development of the capitalist mode of production. On the other hand, they stayed fixed on
money’s second function as a medium of exchange and on money-mediated commodity exchange, remaining
trapped in the contradiction between use-value and exchange-value and the need for an abstraction to quantify the
commodity relations. In contrast, the thesis of this paper is that it is money’s first function as a measure of
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